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but afterwards, in the peace of other thoughts,
boaring no impress of my present tronbles, my
wiy seemed minde plain betore me, and the very
mext day 1 pul in practice my theory. )

I had been accustomed to rise only just in
time for & © o'cluck breskinst, Consequently
my boy wag brought down info ihe room
unwashed and untidy, and in the same room all
his washing apparaiue und dressing-gear wers
laid out, at first much to my hasbrnd’s annoy-
ance; but as fire n arother room would have
been necessary, or ] miust have gone down to
Bridget's kitchon, the point was given up. OUn
thix morning 1 rose without awakening wy
husband, at 7. much to the surprise of Brideet,
My baby was lod, washed, and drossed, sod I

at on my bonnet and shawl, and took him into
rho garden for hall sn hour, He soon fell
asleep, Jor children wre alwavs awake with the
birus. I then brought him in, and Iaid bim in
his cot, and had esery trace of his ablutions
remioved. | coriainly fell weary and fains, but
the old adage ol "“Practice makbs perect”
ocourred Lo me. _

It was the resolution which thia proverb in-
spired that, whee I found myself so wearled with
my early and unususl work, kept me irom com-
plaint, when mwy husband came down, much
surprised at the change so visible in the morn-
jog's arrangements, The ten was made, the
water boiling, the Lneon smoking hot, and the
child asleop 1 his cot, ready dressed for the
day, making logerm-t & ploture that itis re-
called now with pleasure, . Fredesick looked
gurprised, but torbore remark; he feit sure it
was only a {reak; bo-morrow things would revert
to their usual course. I have since fonnd that |
rend his thoughts most truly., Seeiug this ox-
pression in his mes, 1 slso was silent, aud talked
## it the new arrangement had been uo more
than usual, . _ _

Baby slept nil 11 o'elock, during which time
1 helped Bridget with ber work, much to her
wonder, She protested agninst any need of
help. but I persisted, and when we had faishaed,
“‘Now, Brideet," smid 1, when baby woke and
waa ted, “put on your bonnet, you shall carry
baby, and I will walk with you wmto lslington;
there s no fear of any one coming; it will not be
post-time till 2 o'clock. [ will tell your muster
that we are going.” _

My husband coming in at that moment |
merely said, ] am going 1o Ishoglon with
Bridget to get some things | want; no one is
likely to come while we are gone,”

Our walk wag a pleasant one; the baby was
awake the whole time, snd was qmet and re.
freshed, In an hour we bad returned to home
and 1ts duties—Bridget somewhas bewildered,
for I heard her say ns she descended the stulirs,
“Whal's come to the missis now '

In furtherance of the unexpressed plan | had
laid down, I was determined to lewrn every-
thing ] possibly could in the way ol cooking.
Bridget's was a hap-hazard wuy of proceciding;
gometimes the food wes well dressed, bue
eofiener very wndillerently so; come system 1
thought there must be, and this 1 was deter-
mined to find out. The invalunble and expe-
rienced services of our old Mageie ai home had
precluded the neeessity ol my being instructed
in the culinary art: but now how counld Brideet
help me, even if she were disposed, which I
much doubted! Her temper was peculiar; she
disliked interference and being found lanit
with; all bher efforts at cooking were, in her
eyes, pertection, no matier how pa!pniﬂv were

the tailures: ‘‘Sure aw'1t's the fire won'c burn,"
or, ‘““The weather's heavy,” or the (ault was in
everything or persou but herself. COertainly
this wes uniractable material from which to
extract golden knowledge, but in the abseuce of
better this must be done. She could boil pota-
toes and meat well—this was something to
beein upon, certainly; so in the #fternoon,
while baby was slevping, 1T made my appear-
ance in the kitchen for the purpose of finding
particular cup, which I knew to be inmy own
room. Bridget was, ue I expected, peeling the
poiatoes, “Why do you take two waters to
wash them in? 1 asked,

‘Becanse they wouldn't be white i 1 didn't.”

“Oh! I see,” satd 1: “you peel a potato, then
wash it in one water, then throw it into the next
directly. Yes, they do look very white. Ah!
and all the dirt is washed off firsal before you
peel them.”

*“Sure, an' [ wouldn't be making yve ate the
moold, would 1¥"

“PDo you cover them with hotor cold water
when you boil them ¥ [ asked, still earefully
fecling my way. .

“Why, if 1 should cover 'em with water they'd
e drowned, poor things, snd wouldn't be at all
maly; aod 1t I was to put biling water on 'em
they'd be waxy. 1 steam ‘emi. Ah! nuissis, it
takes a time to understand a petaty; they don't
like much water."

“Well, Bridget, I have a fancy I should like
1o understand cooking, and you must teach me.”

*'Tien't alter the hikes o' me to tache ; but |
‘do know a little ; and sure the house ig yer own,
and yecan do s ye plaze ;" aud so it was settled
1 was to take lessons 1n cooking from Bridwet;
that was the ostensible object in coming into
the kitehen while dipner was dressing 3 but the
veil one was to make experiments, and bring
Brioget round o my way ol thinking,

In course of time 1 succeeded, too, in this
objrer, but it wus a long and tedions process, |
ennsulted various cookery books, but they con-
iradicted eachh other, and, besides, requived so
mauy expensive ingredients that were besond,
far beyond, our sllowance.

CHAPTER 111,
PUNCIUALITY—HOW TO KEEP A DINNER WARM—
BERTHA OHAPMAN'E VISIT—HER MANAGEMENT.

It would become wearisome o detall the
various ways by which 1 arnyed st pesce and
comiort, You may smile, for 1 did become
famous ns & household wmanager—so my triends
thought., 1 certainly often pondersd upon the
magical process, whutever it wight have been,
whioh enabled me to retain, (o his dying hour,
the love ol my husband in 18 (reshest torm;
aud not ordly this, but to oreate an everspringing
affection tar more reliable than when our
marrage vows were spoken.  but I can under-

staud it all now,

In the ecarly part of my married life, before
my days of relormation, an intullive feehug
made me fear that my husband's love was drift-
ing away—there is no other term to call it;
there seemed not much visible outward sign,
but nevertheless it was & fucl,  In all wy lile, 1o
pee and know an evil wus, with me, to remedy
it. To lament a bygone of any kind, which it
was not 1 my power to avert or 1o repair, 1
always considered » weakoess, It 1 ecounld
remedy the error I did so, und at once;
and 1 never stopped at  haell measures,
whieh only wrought coniusion. Thoroughly
did I enter upon the matter, whatever it was—
1ake up my burden with all my strength, and
walk straight on; hevece it has been suld of e,
“Whichever way she falls, it & on bher feen”
The trials | have passed through need not be
dilated upon here; they have been enough w
make the bravest heart succumb, but mine never
did; a Mgher Power upheld me: that 1 felt, sad
also that a wirnenlous strength scemed to pour
into my spirit when it was needed: therefore I
had no fear for the tuture, how dark sosver the
fremn bour, and it was always with the present

had to desl. My business now was to win
back my husband's inlerest in meé—ioe hive tor
him alone; beauly ol face or grace ol form |
never possessed; but the same charm which
won him could, I thought, also keep him, My
dress had been shehtly negleoted, Tor [ had in
my carelessgess twagned that suylhing would
do for home, *“That will do, nobody’s coming,"
wud too frequently my mental ejaculation, snd
thus 8 crumpled ribbon er ocollar would ocea-
sionally offend my busband's critlesl eye, the
effense seen more 1n its expression than by sny
utterance ol tongue,

Agan punt‘t\lalits wus unheeded; it mattered
mot to me whether dinver was ruad{ at the ap-
pownted hour, or o or twenty minutes later,
«everd hall an hour 1 thought not of Importance,
and yeoi in my own Lome my mother was the
soul of exsotitude; v fact, her fuasings ou_this
aollll}mlld to meto be a fault, und muny

s before marrisge I mentally thought thut
%o bp.se very punciual was o be very ofteén trou-
blesome—to ldle people og ly—for it was
salways & scamper with me to in time for

How often since I had been my own house-

d'nner hour and say, *'1 am quite famished—is
divner ready ¥ it 15 pest the time,”

“It will soon be on the table,” was the reply.
But, slas! whepever It came, if 1t had t; be
waited for, Fred's appetite was goue, and to my
mortitieation, he searcely more than tasted of
the food  Next to my ealy rsing, which |
1ound to be indispensable jor comtort, I enden
vored to become punctual, sand this was my
haraest task. Agnin aod agein I tried. and
imilea—I could not ba oxact, One duy 1 was
rending the “Lite ot Nelgon,” and it was sald
that he owed all his sucoess o bemg always a
quarter of an hour berorehand for any appoint-
ment oy object that he bat in view; not that he
actunlly kept tue appointment at a qusrter be-
tore Yime, but was always ready for it, The

page, and forced themselves upon my sense, so
thet they reenered continually to my memory,
and could not be forgotten,

tienlarly  vegelables, were equally mjourious
with those which were underconked, 1 puzzled
my weary bead a long time liow to keep the
vegetables Lot without injury to them, Upon
my conrulting Bridget, o my infinite relief she
rephed, —

“Tpat's casy done, anyhow, all bul the peta-

(4.9

“Well, then, dinner {2 to be ready a quartor
belore four exactly, and it has to be kept warm
till four; and | must come into the kitchen and
see how you muanage.” )
When the time came 1 had forgotten all this

up, 1 eaw her temper was not to be trifled with,
or 1 shouid have said not dish up.”
tonishment, [ 1ound she had dished up; every-
thing was ready to come on the table but her
dayling treasures, the “petaties;” ihey were
steaming awny us i over the funnel of o minia-
ture steam-engine, The greens had been taken
up nand drained 1 the colander, the greater por-
tion of the waler remaining in Lhe saueepan; o
tea-eancer bud been torped upside downin a
verctable digh, upon this the greens had been
plaged, and the cover of the dish put on; the
dieh placed over tbhe nearly boiling water in the
spuocpin, kept the former a3 hot as possibie
without drying the contente, The meat had
been taken from tha jack and placed in an old
dish on the top of the oven, and covered with a
lnrge dizh cover, and over that was placed a
cloth, well tucked in to prevent its eatchiug
smoke or blaze. The dripping-pan was removed,
und on the draw-oul ol 1\he grate was placed
upside down the dish in which the meal was to
bLe served; the gravy, Irom which every particle

adjuncts pefore pourug it on the meat aish.
“The ‘petavied’ will be done on the minute,”
satd Bridget, who looked at the glock.
minutes i1 be all on the teble,” And punctually
Lo the moment 11 was,
My busband, to his surprise, was called, uud
the pleasure which filushed over Lis faee when
he saw the dipner steaming hot wis ample
rewnrd for all my trouble. On littng the cover
wlich coneealed the greens, my chaerin wis
great to tee water quite over the rim of the
mverted saneer, Brioget saw it 1o,
“That's nothing,"” saia she; 1 didn't think "
and ipstantly the dish was taken to the side
table, and the offending waler poured into a
ate,
: “That's all right now,” sald I; “*but, Bridge:, |
did not see the puoing.”
*“Surely you have not
Bridgey ™
= %1, 1o, sit; that was baked yesterday; I've
only got to wanmn it," -
“‘But, surely, that cannot be good: the milk
will be sour.”

“You always prais¢ my puddings, and shure
ou've always had it so;" and she made good
er retreat with a slam of the door. When
Bridgel wus in this humor it was best never to
notice it: it o1l come around in good time: and
sne was invalnable 1 many respects. The pud-
ding was very pood, and linding it so, led me
atterwards to prepuring the sweets aday be-
fore, snch as tarts, mik puddings, and costard
puddings, 1n alter years 1 found this plan of
greal ndvantage; us, when visitors eame unex-
peoiedly, a passable dinner could always be
made up, with the addition of fish, or hash, or
mince, and this withont deluy, or making it
appear thal the table so served was anything
dgitterent from our usual meal. Cold vegelables,
all but cabbuge, would warm admirably. Cold
cartofs, sliced thin, put into gravy or melted
butrer in a basin, covered down and placed! in
the oven for a quarter of an hour, made an ex

forpotten my rice,

cellent dish.  Cold |mr=-u||]m could be mashed
with milk, a lttle butter, pepper, and
ault.

Cold broceoli be warmed by ‘pult ng it wto
& hasin, then standing the bagin in & saucepan
of boiling water, and putiing on the lid. Cold

tupip-greens, or spinach, the same; these two

a tew rashers of bacon sud some egga were
pogched, and one or each placed on a sippet,
with the spinach or greens between, made n
di=h most appetizing, and one which we ravely
spw our guests refuse. Ah well, I got n_hnfl
name by all these contrivances, tor some of my
lady visitors acensed me, though not to my face,
of being very exiravagnnt, and were quite sure
that o downiall must come; but it never did,
wenl on my way rejoicing; though all these
things came slowly to me, not in the second or
third veur of my wedded lile, but when with
two little ones and one servant; then there was
senreely aday that my experience or my ueces-
gity aid not teach me something,

At the end of the third year I begzun to bea
little nervous about the insurauce; we had so
many expenses, and with no help but our in-
come, that | did not sce where the money was
to come from. To my intivite relief, my hus-
baud brought me, one day, a new poilc_v ot in-
surnnee, which this tine, instead ot for a thou-
sand pounds, was only for five hundred.

“I'his is ol that we can do, Milly: it is useloss
attempting 1oo much; however, I am glad that
even (his pittarce can be secured: all of the
twenty pounds which we appropriated for con-
tingencivs 18, 48 you must be aware, spent; we
have hud wany expenses not reckoned for, and
which will noi ovcur sgain, at lea.t to the same
extent; aud for these, in the coming year, the
money which would have insured for another
tive hundred must be set aside to meet them, 1
have no tear now, little wile;, dearer, a thou-
sund times desrer than ever,”

Tears were rolling down my cheeks as he
folded me fn his arms, and continued, “* My own
darling Mitly, when we tirst came here 1 missed
in you wll the thousand little cbarms which
wound themzelves round my vagrant heart
hetore 1 ssked iour love; then, dearest—uay,
even only a short year sgo, 1 pined for the
bright smile, the loviug glance, the cheery voice,
which in our courting days had aver wolcomed
me, One gad sear you buried them all out of
sight, und 1 grieved to think that lor me they
would mever spnng again. But pow, now,
deurcst, 1 lorget sometimes that we are married
— I torget that we are otper vhan the lovers of
old, rill the merry crow of thut boy yonder
recalls me to the reality, the plessing of the
renlity, that you are wine only, my darling true
wile,”

Those who may read this story may guess my
feelings; not one word of uMerance rose to my
Tips. which I pressed to his forehend, then flew
10 my room, (o be slone there with my God—to
thank Him even for all I had sufered—io pray
for that sirength 1o welldoing which as vet,
whatever brave show 1 might make, was but
areen and tender as an early Toseshoot. My
pesetting sin was an indolence of body, | ikeq
to glt and dream for hours, sod to put off i1
ancther tume, i I eould, a preseni duty, Iy jia

useless now telling pmﬂiﬂ this: they will never
believe but that action, and energy of will
and purpose were of my nature, It I8 impos-
gibler” say they: but it |s pevertheless true, snd
what 1s mortigiue, I am even now, and ever
wis, constantly falling into the bhad bhabit, My
children were around me betore I haa devised
any oertaln method of managivg my housenold
affairs. Rooms were swept sometimes one day,
sometimes another; occasionally sll were lit:
tered and in process of cleaning at onoe. Bo that
if any one called upon us Une wares, and (rom s
distance, o spartmont wis it to wsk them into,
and the consequent canfusion and furey  gone-
rally resulted in a nervous hoadache to ‘myself,
and an irritatien of temper difficult to bear with

Jocpar hnd 1 aveu my husband come home ut the

by those who surrounded me.

|
|
|

wordls seemed to stard luminously ont from the |

% |
I had now become an adept in our homely
rooking, and kunew that overcooked lood, par- |

When my second child could just run about,
Bertha Chapman oame (o rm' me & somewhnt
lengthened visit. . We had been school girls
together, And at school our Intimacy com-
menoed, which had continued all these long
yenrs, At twenty-six she had married o
widower of filty, with four daugbters and one
son. 8he was a girl of apirit and intelligence,
devoted to ber busband snd loved by his ohil-
dren,  Disparity of years «he never thought of.

“Milly," she tald one day, as we were tnlking
over our married lite, “l am the harplest wo-
wan in existence; you cannot imagine how
reverence my noble husband; nand my brothers
and glsters (for [ eannot help enlling his chil-
dren =0) wre the pleasure of my lte when he is
abeent.”

“But how in the world do yon manage such
an establiskment

“0Oh, enstly enough,” she replied, “Yon know
my nunt who trained me wis very systomatio,
1 must coniess to hoving some drend when I
firél came home, for the former Mre, Chapman
was, | had hcard, an excellent mauager, The
discipline of the bouse had somowhut fallen
awny sinee her denth, and 1 goon saw that the

| gervants were cateless, and disposed to lonk

till Dridget came to say she was going to dish |

To my as- |

o! 1at haa been removed, was waiting the usual |

“In tive !

upon my coming a8 un innovation upon thelr
rights. Roberl, in & day or two alter our return,
enid to me,—

Y There iz but ope servant that 1 eare to re-
tain, if uny of the others sre not agreeable to
you, and even old Fonny T will pension off if sbe
should be disposed to resent your interlerence
in the pregent mangzement,. S0 coutinue them
or dischiarge them, ns you think fie,

“Havineg this power vested In me, with only
one reserve, pud holding the reine o1 punctuality
and early rieing in my hands, my influence was
despotic.  On the morning atver, I ealled all the
jour servanta inw the dimng room, and kindly,
but tuwmly, made them understand tost each
must be down sludrs by slx o'clock, and none up
in the evening after ten, excepting the upper
honsemald; that each one must ndlvidustly
keep to her own work, but that, i 1 requested
either of them to perform some dnl)‘ not exactly
within her province, she must do it without
demur; and sl-o that their daily duties, of which
I wonld give them a list, must be punctually apd
thoroughly pertormed; of the latter mode I
should mysell judge. If they conuld not agree {o
these termes, it would be better tor them to say
g0, and ut once. Three ot them at once accepted
the regulations, and 1 have had little fault to tind
gince, The cook turned restive then, but not
alterwards, I had understood her chief fault was
torgetinlness; the dinner would be well enoked,
but Irequently the appropriste sapces and vege-
tnbles would be omitred, Antther ¢ircumstance,
ameunting to 4 nwsance, 1 had to complain of ;
the tradesmen, while waiting tor orders, would
a=eemble m the lower hall leading to the kitohen,
nnd ot this time the honsemaids would join them,
and the laugh and joke were ireely passed;
besides, these morn‘ng gatherings became the
hesdquariers for disseminaling sii the go:sip of
the house: who were visicing; who going: who
cross; und who goodtempered. This I was
detcrmined to put down, and I dud?

“Why, how eould you do this? It is just what
I complain of with my one servant, Bridget wall
gossl)), forsometimes 1 really eanvot al amoment
tell what 1 should like for dinner, and while T am
considering she is amusing herseil,"

*The remedy is very simple,” replied Bertha,
1 merely trunsferred the pracrice of my aunt's
house to my uew hom=, | wrote out on a strip
of papera bill ol rare for the day, and vnder-
neaih this, at some distance below, 1 wrote the

| dilierent orders, such a8 tbe baotecher's, the gro-
| cer's, aud the fishman's, writing them very dis-

peas and beavs 1w the same maoner. Cold |

last, minced tine, and placed in the oven while |

tnetly, and widely dividing them by a line,
which line I atterwards nearly cut through, so
that each respective order could be rapidly torn
off aud given to each party, In writing an order,
gay Jor the butcher, I distinetly derped the
welght of joint, and whether 1 required much or
little tat.  The ngh-monger sent 1 slways hia
bitl of tare, and two] minutes sutliced for him,
Toese orders 1 also transicrred to the weekly
books; end the dinner bill of inre the cook came
to my dressing-room for at 8 o'clock every morn-
ing, At 10 punctually I went into the kKitehen,
and from thence she accompanied me 1o the
lurder, where I divected what was (o be sent up
for lunchoon, what meat and pudding should be
ferved up for the servants’ dinner, 1 had the
bread-pan daily wiped out, The ovder tor the
bread was written in the bread-book — what
loaves to change It it were needed, what quan-
tity to take in—onoh wus put down separately,
whether loaves, rolls, brown bread, flour, or
cukes; and 1 ealled both on baker and grocer,
and gave them to understund that unless an
order was in my writing they were not to de-
liver it”

“\\;lm‘l‘. did you write down the grocer's order,
too

“Most certainly [ did. It is but little trouble,
and an hour i the morning will suitice for all:
besides, how is it pogsible 1o keep a check upou
the expeuditure of a limited income it such were
not the case,”

“But eight hundred & vear I8 not a very
limited Income." | remarked.,

“1t all depends upon the requirements of a
family whether it be considered large or small.
Tbere are four young people, mysell and hus-
hand, tour servunts, and a boy, making in all
eleven persons, The education of the younger
children is yot yet completed, und this swullows
up a considerable sum; besides, Robert has
elnims upon him which [ am not authorized to
wention, Se hmited do we fing eight hondred
@ year that for the lnst twelvemonth I have bad
all our dresses, excepting one, made at home.”

“Made at home! Dop't you find it very ex-
peosive to have a needle-woman in the house?
Lhey are always o slow."

“You do not know, perhaps, that I am a great
adupt with my needle, It was an accomplish-
ment my aunt thought of paramount mport-

© ance, und insisted upon it that no neadle-work

should go out ot the house, Bhe gota clever
dressmaker to come once & menth, and, by dint
of observation avd some apuitude, I acquired
suflicient of the art to cut oul and munke up i
dress, I pouted and was sadly troubled at first;
but how thankml T am now 1 can ecarcely
express,”

“And you played so exquisitely, and your
drawings uksed to be my envy; what a plty to
lay down these acquirements, and degeneinte
iuto o mere houseliold drudee! though I must
*HY your appearince is not exactly that.”

Itertha looked at me in amuzement, and at las!
burst out ioto such a rivging lsugh that the
elder of the two children who were playing on
the floor got up and ran across to her, rested
her Mttie arms on her lap, and said, “What did
hoo laugh tor?" while Lthe totty babe crawled to
ber feet, saying as fast as he could, “An'me
too." She caught them both up, and broke out
into such a torrent of song that convineed me,
however much she had neglected her music an
daucing, her volce had been cultivated to the
highest extreme,

“Why, Milly," she exclaimed, **is it possible
that you think a woman cannot unlte sccom-
plishments and usefulness? Surely they should
go hand in band together, You don’s mean to
t¢ll me that you have given up your mugic—
that you never play, never sing

“It I8 ovem #0,”" 1 re 'lwlfl, a scarlet tflush
mounting to my face, for she sat with such pro-
voking astonishment on ber face that I tel
mysel! no other than erimmal,

Bertha, with & look of grave concern on her
face, sat musing for some moments, then suid, —

“Milly, will you be offended with we il I
spenk very pluinly to you?! When at school
yvou will recollect, I was termed eccenirie, and i
have been called so singe—though | never nould
understand in what thought or movement of
mine my eccentricity conslsted, Do you re
member my being lnighed at when 1 sald that 1
beligved alljaccomplishments were necessary for
girls, und aotual requirements In their edoou-
tion? Experience hus tuught me that my views
ure caxreol,  Surely the years you studied
musie should not be as wasted time—to say
nothing ol the expense thrown away., Why
should u girl be educated at all if she ia soon
alter murringe to dwindle into & mere house
bold muchine? 1 have noticed bow weary your
b | 15 of an evening, and how he tul

m the detail of your day’s manbgement

iro

of Bridgot’ mtmg for refuge in & booOK,
to res ] i
workw.ﬁ:}ﬁ?m D to his already over

&l [ u
be likes !nd"?.:g-‘ u‘,‘“ me for tkds ; you know

“Yes, us we like food (or our suslenance, uo

LS

for harm, You have acouslomeéd him to this
mode ol paesing the evening, varied cocasionally
by & walk, du'r'fng which the same home topio
goes on,"

Here I broke in most vehemently, * Yon
know nothing about {t, Bertha, Why shouid
{uu bliuml* me lor Fred's goietness ! he wishes to
we quiet,”

**In any bome but my own, Milly, I am chary
of offering to amuse the master ot it; but you
know my own devorion to Robert, and theretore
will pot misconsirue my motives ; to-night 1
shall try the experiment.”

I laughed conseur, but felt sure no ox‘mrl-
ment was needed: things were best as they
were, Fred always looked tired and grave; why
thould he be disturbed?! Evening came. it
scemed an effort for my husband to foln in the
conversation, Fertha sat quietly talking to me
for some time, when she sald, —

“Milly, do you recollect any of your old
songs ' )

“Yeg; but my volee is gpone from want of
practige.”

“Never mind, come and try; perhaps it will
come boek again.™

I involuntarily turned to look ot my husband;
a shade passed over his fnee as be buried himeelr
deeper in his book. Presently the most exqui-
gite melody breathed round the room;: no loud
choras broke the charm—it wis as if an angel
had topched the instrument. My husband put
down his book, threw his head back, and closed
bis eyes; still the same heavenly strafos went
on, and ultimately a voice secmed to rise in the
atmosphers, 8o perfect m I8 nodulation, so
chnrmingly Hguid in all its tones, that | conld
not help exclniming, “How delightful!” When
it censed my husband rose, came to the piano,
and sad,—

*Bertha, you are like David of old—eapalle of
chasing nway evil spirits; at all evenls your voice
bins not run wway,"

“Neither bas Milly's," 1 repHed; “it is stored
awany for the present.”

U1 used to like Milly's singing better than
yours, but I never hear her voiee now," he salld
wirh a sigh: “the children take up all ber time,”

I was about to reply, but Bertha, I thought
somewhat hastily, nukud for gome ntormation
respecting some peonle whom she had told me
ghe did not care a straw for. I certanly fancied
the was inconsistent: however, thiz led to de
sultory but amusing conversation throogh the
rest of the evening, which ghided gradually
away. lhad not seen Fred so bright-looking
for many a day: I could not but refoice at this,
though & jeslous pang arose when I refiected
that it was other cttorts than mine whieh had
aroused my husband mto something like gayety,
However, this evil spirit of Jeslousy I strangled
belore it had time tor more than to show its ex-
istence. Fortunate, indeed, was it that strength
was given me to resist the seltish teeling which
polsons every enjoyment, for this evening was
the beginning of a new Hie, Insengibly a brighter
infuence encireled us, In conversation, read-
ing, and musie, in which T bore my part, the
dajys became genrcely long enough, and the
evenings I looked forwsrd to with detight, The
children thirove amazingly upon the diet which
Bertha iusigted they should have, and Bridget
was rarely upamiable; shel was not calied
upon at unusunl times to make a lizht pudding
tor the baby, and to bear up an egg n milk for
the eldest ehild, “and then mis=is alwavs erying
out about the expense: lor, mem, she never wih
think that all the liftes cost anything—'tis only
the mate and the petaties she reckons upon.”

Robert Chapman, Bertha's husband, Yiad gone
to the West Indies, sccompanied by his son, to
look giter some property that had descended to
Liw by the will of a recently deceased relative,
The eldest daughter was visiting an aunt, and
the three youngest were gt school.  Bertha had
determived upon paymg this visit 10 us, and
had left thie honse under the eare of old Fanny
fnd the cook: the other servants were at board
wages, Un ber first coming she had insisted
upon paying some portion of our weekly ex-

ienses, but seeing how very little her plan was
1ked, and that to pre=s the matter would have
besy cause of some oflense, ghe desisted, though
many a luxury 1ound 118 way to our table,
which, but tor her, would have been unattaimn-
able. Fanny, by her mistress’ orders, [re.
qrently  despatched a hamper containing
delicseies, which could not be refused, and
which no remonstrance could prevent
friem appearing; o that at last we quietly
gave in 1o Bertha's *'whun,” aa she called it, and
accepted the good things with thankiulness, 1In
the intervals between these arrivals Bertha
contnved to become housckeeper, She ordered
the dimners, and maungea the scraps so well,
thal Bridget replied to sn inquiry 1 one day
made as to dinner—*'Shure, tis a French dinner
Mra, Chapman will be aiter sending up to-day.”
In hort, everything went on so admirably, yet
#0 guletly, that, as my friend’s visit was now
limited to three or lour weeks, I felt much
recret at  ber leaving; and, knowing toat |
shovid again fall into my unsystematic ways, 1
got ber to draw up a programme (it 1 may vse
the term) ol management, which I must give
here, or my story will be incomplete, See, here
she has headed it—

“Early nsmmg—Tunctuality —Despatch,
place for everything,” ’

How musical waa her laugh as she wroie, at
the same time making gentle exouses for such
mmportant words, as she termed them, —

*Milly, dear, you must get out ot your dreamy
moods; whatever presents itsell in the shape of
auy, let it be gmeppled with at the mght mo-
ment; if it be dicagreenble, never mind, grasp i
at once; don't stay thinking about it, ou
know the old rhyme, —

“‘Tender-handed touch the nettle,
CAnd it stings you for your pains;
Grasp it hke a man ol meltle,
And it soit a8 mlk remaine.’

So, little friend, difculties vanish before resoli-
tion and action,"

**But, Bertha, T have pot the strone will und
power you have. With you to will 18 to do; with
me 1t is aiflferent. | am naturally the slave ot
clircumstunces,"

“Mlilly, stop; don’t acknowledge to such weak-
oees, 1T you muke yoursell the slave of cirenm
stunces, they will rule you; but once bend eir-
cumstaneces W0 your will, and the victory is
golned, I understand but two to which we must
ull bow—sickness and death: these excepted, we
can be brave uoder all others, Be dauntiess in
the right—"

“Now, Bertha, how can 1 always judge what
i#g mght? You know liow tircsome Bridget is,
and when I reguire things to be done one way,
she will ineist upon doing them in o ditferent
manner,”

“Bridget sees that your orders are merely the
result of capiiee, not of judgment or knowledgs:
and this observation ol her quick-witted intel-
lect makes her fHippant, almost impertinent,
Thore below us must see some superfor quality
in toeir employers 1o respect. A gelt-styled
architect who had no more knowledge than o
bricklayer would not be able to govern lus men,
Ho it is with a mistress; if she really knows
noihing of household management, there will
by insubordination among ner domestics, und
even contempt exbibited,”

“What ean 1 do¥ bnidget will never act din
ferently now, however I may alter,” 1 sald
helplessly. o

*No, pechaps not: but at all events you can
begin upon o system, aond Jeayve Bl‘ldge‘t to fall
mto your ways as she likes, or not; so that,
sbhould you be obliged to huve some ona in her
place, the new-comer will not see your
deticlency.”

“Well, then,” T replied, and inclined to be
angry, ‘'since you can see, Mrs, Mentor, what [
ought to do, perhaps you will give me a list of
duties to be performed, omissions {o be winked
at, pleasures to be vnjoyed, smiles to be indulged
in, e, ete., to the end of the chapter,”

“If you wre sat.rical, Milly, T bave nothing
more to #ay. Itie tor your good, not mine, thut
I have prolfered my&nm sx[wrlanea for your

uldance: but let it all pasa, [ will take gnby

to the en, and have a romp with both the
ohildren;” snd, 5o say lns‘., ahe turned away with
a graver expresslon on her countennnce than |
had ever vet witnessrd, My pride would not
gmu allow me 1o apologize for my sbullition of

mper.
advan 0 - edd, und regularl
and our table was betler served, ata‘n h"h?n;
there were only scraps to make op w dinoer
than it ever had been, Berthas had thr knaok of

and n

soen thoe

turning eyerytbing to account; and many w

time when I had thought it nnpossible we sonld
make a dinner of what appeared bare bones,
out'of this barenves came forth a ropast which
I nnd 1y husband enjoyed ns wuch as when we
began the week with a foint, Thas wrf day of
our difference, oveasioned by my pelulunce,
some such & dinner was to be maoufaciured,
nua, a8 [ snw Bertha still in the garden, I con-
jectured that she meant to leave me to my fate,
and an hour previously to the dmner-time |
wenl Into the kilchen, where | was civilly in-
formed that the dinner was all arranged. and
would be ready in time. My lemper led me to
belicve that this Hime the meal would be
a fallure. What could be made of u tow soraps
of menl stleking to & wutton bona?! Bridger
hind askea me tor & #hilling to pay for something
Mrs, Chapman bad ordered; but what was this
sum to do in tinding provision tor (our persons’
dinners? To my astonishment come, fArst, a
puir of soles, which were not so very smal, and
of which some was left for Bridget, Theu came
n dish of what looked very ilke rissoles, only
they were ese ehaped, and somewhat larger than
egy; these weresavory, and there was a pleatis
tul rupply, and they were ncoompanied by w dish
ol picely mushed and browned potatoes, To this
fare wns added n rice pudding, [ must confess
to my bad temper quistly oozing away, though
my curfosity was none the less excited,

p the evening, before reliring, [ went to
Bertha's 100m, as | usually did, ana iearing my
courage would fafl me, snid at once:—

“Bertha, in all sevlonsne<s, 1 am come to ask
you to give me g few rules for my gnidance in
house-keepiug, 1 tind gince you have been with
us that our meals cost less, and yet we have
greater comtort; that my husband aud children
are 1 batter health, and that altogether home is
pleasanter. 1 know you are capable of guiding
me, for you wero differently brought up to my-
sclt. My mother did everything—saw to every-
thilng; she wos, and is, ne you know, the sole de-
pendence of the house in its munagement, Your
aunt made you seli-helpral, and thus guve you
weilth tor your lifetime. 1 am very sorry,” 1
hastily #aid, lor I saw she was sbout to interrupt
me, “thal 1 gave way to temper this moraing;
bat forgive me, sand be my best friend.”

Bertha looked at me with her eyes full of
tears, though smiles dimpled her checks,

“Milly, you will do very well,” she said, ."*On
my returis home I will write all | eannot now
say. Inthree weeks Robert will return, and 1
must tor a time bid you farewell, While |
remain let things go on as they have hitherto
done, and when I get back I will write your
‘Kules,' and send them.”

“But, Bertha, about the nice dinner to-day;
bow did you munage it? The cost was cer-
tuinly more than o shilling ¥

“Not mueh,” she replied: “the soles were
only slxpence the pair, and then [ did vol give
the order to the tisli-monger who frequently
calls nere lor orders, but in my walk this worn-
ing 1 met a man with a trock, who had plenty
ol tish, good snd cheap. 1 slopped aod pur-
chased them, he giving me a sheet ol paper,
and 1 brought them home. Do not look so
uehast; what barm was there In thut ! 1 saved
stapence by the bargain, and Iinjured no one;
1 should do the same always if necessity re-
quired it. A limit of twenty-seven shillings a
week is not at all suggestive of pride. The po-
tatoes cost threehalipence, The meat came off
the bone you despised &o yesterday, when I as-
"lvﬂl‘ll.l it could be wade to do for a dinner to-
Uuy.

“The composition was a mystery to me, and I
can get no intormation from Bridget; so if you
will tell me all about that I shall be glad.”

* Ligten. Every scrap ol meat was taken off
and chopped very fine, I then measured itlo a
basin, and took the same cluanul.y of bread-
crumbs and & tablespoonful of flour, a little
allspice, #alt, and hall an opion chOGJ)md Very
nne indeed. 1 mixed the bread-crumbs, flour,
and spice together first, then mixed the meat
well with it, then sprinkled the onion over, and
stirred it all well together ; I then stirred intwo
tuble-spoonfuls of bacon fat. It you did not
make Bridget take care of all the tat which cqut:m
from the bacou, I should bave been obliged to
huave mineed a rasher or two of thal expensive
article, With a very little milk I mixed these
Into balls, then pressed them flat and somewhat
egg-shaped ; 1 then rolled each in flour, and
dropped them one at a time into a ssucepan of
boiling dripping, trying them each singly.”

“A saucepan of bollng dmpping!" I ex-
claimed ;3 “why not have fried them in the
frying-pan

“For two ressons. Do you think a domestique
or cook of my experience could do without «
saulepan? Certainly nut. So | improvised one
out of a small iron saucepan which Bridget
seemed to have discarded as good for nothing
but 10 boil a couple o eggs in; thut was one
reason. The second was what in your larder [
found dripping a scarce article, so that the
quantity which would bhave filled a small 1rying-

an was not te be had, and il suflicient could
iwve been found it would hiave been wasted by
evaporution, and been soon burnea up; whereas,
in the sancepuan, as soon s the fat boiled 1
threw in & bit of bread; when 1t readily browned
I drew the sancepan 1o 0 moderate heat, where,
however, 116 contents conunued to boil, T then
diopped in one of my meat eggs, so that it was
entirely, and somewhnt (l(’:&p]_\, covered with
the 1nd, and as soon us 1t was brown [ took
it up with an egg-slice, allowed the tat w
dram (rom it, and placed it on u pad of paper
betore the fire, so as to allow it to be.
come x||um- dry. Afrer the meat eggs were all
fried, 1 threw the fat into a busin of hot water
and stirred it up well; to-morrow morring this
will be settled 1n a cake on the top ol the water,
which I shall take off and luy on some double
paper 1w dry. The impurities the fal has nc-
guited in being used will bave sunk to the bot-
tom of the water, and the fut will be ready for
use ngain, The potatoes were mushed singly
with a spoon against the side ol a basin, a listle
salt and milk were added, and well mixed, 1
then butterea apother basin, pressed the pota-
toes into it, set it in the oven for five mimutes,
then put an old plate on the top of the basin,
turned the latter upside down, when tue pota
toes came iushape on to the plate. 1 scored
them over with & knife. and placed them on a
plate in the oven to brown.

“Now, Milly, off with you to bed: it's half
into the middie or the night; we shall both lose
our hearty sleep.”

“But about the rice pudding? I answered;
“just tell me how that was mude. 1 never liked
rice helore,”

“Uh, that is a very simple matter. Brideet
bought me & quart ol milk, tor which she gave
threepence; nnd excellentmilk I must say it was,
1 1ook two small pie-dishes, and put into each a
very little more than an ounce ol rice, about &
small table-spooniul; this I poured hot water
on, stirred the rice in 1, then drained the water
away, and repented the process sgain. By doing
thisg all the earntbioess, or rawoess, which s
always attached to rice snd burley is done away
with, 1 then mixed with the rice in each dish a
desserv-spooniul of sugar, snd « shight sprinkle
of putiueg. 1 mixed a pint of milk with the rice
in euch dish, put s shaving of butter on the tup
ol ench, and baked 'Lin the oven for an hour, But
out thing you must remember—that after the
dish 12 once put in the oven s contents musl
not be ngain stirted, or, strange to say, there is
n hkelthood of the milk burning; and also your
judgment must be exercised with regerd to the
oven's hest; it it be of too slow and cool a tem-
pernture these puddings will take two hours
wateaa of one to cook, The second puddin
the enlldren had at one o'clock, after thelr meat,
A lew scraps of wolch I minced very tinely, ano
mixed with some bruised hot potatoes and &
iittle salt; they had each a pretty tolerably
thick glice of bread and but & seraping of butter,
The pudding added to this made them an excel-
lent dipner. Nemrly half the rice was leit for
Brideet. Now, dear Milly, uot another word
to-night; away with you; I must lock you out.”

*Just 1ell me why 1ym.l put such s sorap of
butter on rhe rice should faney you might
just ps well put none at ail.*

“You goosa! If the bulter were pot there s
thin skin would be on the milk, whach would
readily burn; you may eall the butier oil If you
iike, for as ofl Tupidly stills_the troubled water,
s0 does the butter alluy the ebullition of the
milk, Apd pow not apother werd, but good-
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hn left us in three woeks, and

happy bome, H because she mado it
50} Ilﬂl!ll‘?ﬁﬂl'rlhl hnwyhnlthy tone of think-
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lgm:mtod. Her huaband, fn his st oinreisge,

ad been tetmed oxmcting; now, his wife's
vision left np room for exactions, He had but
one fault—like tho [srnelites of old he was
rapidly ialling into idolatry, snd his wite was
the queen of enrth and henven, Her first lotlers
to us were filled with such "“joyous romancing,"
my hushand colled it "hiehfown nonsense,”
whien he could not realize, but whion I, In &
far off dream, seemod ones to have known,

In & month cunme my anxiously-looked-for
epistle, which wad to contain “rules” for my
guldnnee. Yer, minel—a wile and wothor of
two childrep, Fad I ever seen any wenkness:
purpose in Bertha I abould nave had no nﬂf
dences but in all her manngement, in all the
ordering of her own ways, she was to my
human vigion pertect; yotit was with trembling
that 1 opoened her 'll‘it-:'r: I felt that in eve
line T should be condemned-—her précepta uﬂ
my practice T knew would not agres, "I need
not refer to any nole-book (0 rofresli my memory,
but, setting aside «il the love which well
forth from her heart, and found fitting place in
her affectionate words, I give the rales them-
gelves—

“Early rising—Punctuality —Despatoh, Dutles
to be instant ortormed, however in them-
selvea disagreeable,

*In every household, larze or smali, palnce
or eot, there must be a place for everything;
and the mistress must sev that coerything be kept
i s place, This matter s genernlly a prolite
source of unpleasantness between domestics and
mistress or housekeeper, There is rarely to be
found any order or plan in unirained sorvants,
Everything s put out of hand at the readiest
vacunt spot, till confusion everywhere is appa-
rent, unless sn]wrviﬂlnn be exercized day atter
aay;: in fact, it lsa daly duty, and must be done
despite tho toesings ol the head, or the thump-
ing of vartons ariicles, or the banging of doora
by the enraged dawmeel, who tells you that ‘no
lady would do such thines, and as 1 don't
seem 1o give satisfaction | must go.' In nine
cases  out ot ten this Is  the result;
but cithor one must be subject to one's servants,
or one must bo mistress, It is in this point that
& young and inexperienced mistress breaks
down. It i« troublesome to be poking cvery-
where at the risk of stirring up a tempest, but,
nevertheless, (6 mugt be done; and iF the trouble
be met every morning it will soon cease to worry
the misiress or annoy the =ervant, To muster
this most essential duty, one has to conquer
oue’s own unwillingness for the task, as well as
indolence—hence the hardship. Some mistresses
have a peculiar talent for looking after things;
these get well served, and can never be made to
understaud the nataral timidity and shrinking
from an act which is felt to be uupleasant; but
whetker brave or timid, strong or weak, this
necessary daily act is one of the first of house-
keeping duties,”

On reading this 1 felt self-condemned; I dared
not look too closely into 4 revion st the back of
the kitchen, which, like Dinah’s drawer, was o
receptacle for everything, from a nutmet-grater
to candle-ends,  In fuet, had | now commenced
my inquikitorial visit, Bridget wonld have pro-
tested by leavine me. So | pat this rule on one
side, 10 he meted upon when Bridget’s sucoessor
should commence her reign, 1 was found want-
tng, 100, in the pext rule

“Keep a rag-bag, a paper bag, and a string-
bag, all convenientiy at hand; a small drawer
with nafls and tacks, hammer, pincers, and
chisel; but all these tools, with the addition of a
glue-pot, keep under your own exe, or, like pins
and necélc&, they will nowhere be found when
wanted,"

Oh, tae lectures [ have had from Bertha about
whatiug rags !

“1t is u sin,"” she would say, *to destroy that
which our paper manutacturers are at their
wits’ ends to obiam. Every particle of rag
should be saved,” ;

*(Oh, nonsense! it's such a little which I
make, il cannot atfvct the paper question,” was
my lauching reply.

ertha looked at me gravely,

“Milly, Milly, a grain ot wheat is but small,
but numbers feed nations. A pound of rags s
httle to make in one year; but if every woman
saved that weight, would there not be millions
of pounds ready to be converted into one of
the actval necessities of elvilized life? The
miser gathers his hosrd penny by penny; you
save in money. not by the soversign, but by the
ghilling, and even by less,”

Bertha had a moefcunvlucing way of puttin
things. I could not deny her arguments, an
therefore set up a rag-bag, sand hencetorth made
it o point of conscience to take care of the
scraps. At the end of the {eur I was astonished
at the acoumulation whicn 1 sold, and trausferred
the meney to my children's money-hox, The
next rule was;— °
_“Never crowd too much work into a given
time, by having three or lour rooms cleaned in
one day."

Bertha showed me the folly of this procesding
betore she leit, We had but eight rooms; the
two sitting-rooms underwent tolerable cleaning
every day, and when ove bedroom only was dis-
turbed ar o time there were plenty of others for
occupation; besides, Bridget could eompass this
much without effort.

“Never allow dilapidations of linen, or articles
of furniture to remain unrcpaired; the latter
give au_untidy appesrance to a house, and the
tormer Is subversive of all comtort. A pair of
stockings may be mended ina quarter of an
hour, more or less, This portion of time will
searcely be missed, while to mend two paic wiil
tuke alonger time than ¢an, perhaps, be spared.”

When 1 read tlus wy eve wandered to my
basket of linen—its contents acoumulating duly;
with a heavy sigh I turned away.,

“Four times a4 year have the beds and mat-

tresses beat, and shaken in the open air; once a
vear, if needed, have the latter re-made, [f the
edsteads or boards of the room contain unples-
sant imtruders, expel them at once by brushing
every crevice with strong brine, and lov it erys-
tulhize on, nud so remaiy, nstead of removing
it. He careful in this process to brine the floors
before tuking the bedsieads to pieces,"”
Bertha got that bant, I know, from my own
mother, who unsed to say, w0 reference to it, that
equully mumple remedies for many nuissuces lay
always close at hand, il we hua only the wit or
knowledge to use them.

“Mark all linen with the best markingink,
when, 1 it should be obliternted in washing, rest
ussured that the laundress has used chloride ot
lime tue:ﬁlumtluu of cleansing the clothes;
the use o! soda will ouly make the ink become
blucker.

“Let every article be marked so that it
becomes a perpetunl register so long as the
marks remam; thus—supposing there are six
priicles—say towels—ol & particular pattern.
mark vour iuitials, the number 8 over these, and
the individusl number, with the date, under the
initials; by thus doing, at any time, if vou are
in doubt about the towels, you can be sure vou
had six of this particular kind, and you can also
directly tell which of the numbers, trom 1 to &,
is missing. This manner of registering linen ia
0 correct in its application, and 8 loss 18 8o
readily discovered, that tne method should be
ane of universal practice, v
“Rarely trost » servani to send the linen out
10 be washed, or to eount it over on le réturn,
volesa you stapd by, Sea the former counted,
una eet it down voursell ; and the same with
the clean linen—se¢ that it sgrees In number
gnd Aing; exchapges are oiten made, and never
the better for the worse substilute,

“Every ariicle ordered of your tradesmen
write down in thelr books; never allow an order
{0 be written by & servant,

‘“Keop all receiprs and file them, AL the ead
of each quarfer sew them througl the centre
with strong necdle and thread, sod tie them;
place astiip of paper round each poaeket, with
the onml :nhun’ aud yerrid At the end o1 ct:Ch
year p € I0Ur packels s oue paper, te b
up, and label it with date, &o,, and glgcc winw

diawer or other convenient plave,

‘“Bater in s book all the money you receiva,
also all you spend, and also for what it has been
spent, so that at the end of the year You may be
opablad Lo see for what purposes the money has

ne.

”"Hue no ‘sundries,’ which, i other words,
me"l?o.{ome“i; debt. Do with

. not go inte debt. out even necos-
surles, if 0 (¢ must bo; but avo:d debs as ;ou
would a mountain that will orush'you.

“ Have no secrets from your h; d, either
a8 to your expenditure or p lngs, :’ a

ing, aud active ulel‘uf::& could” not but be ap-

busband be kept tn Ignorance ol his wife's care




